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Response to Amendment 
The following is in response to the amendment filed on July 28, 2006. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 46, 47, 53, and 55-57 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art does not disclose or suggest a vinyl addition polymer prepared from a 
monomer mixture comprising (a) at least one non-ionic monomer having a non-aromatic 
hydrophobic group selected from the group consisting of N-n-propyl (meth)acrylamide and 
N-isopropyl (meth)acrylamide, (b) at least one cationic monomer of the type selected from the 
groups given by claimed formula (I) or (III), and (c) from 75 to 95 mole% (meth)acrylamide. 
Bock (US 4,831,092) discloses a terpolymer that represents the closest prior art. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed July 28, 2006 have been fully considered. 

The rejection of claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Bock (US 4,831,092) set forth 
previously has been withdrawn. 

Bock does not disclose the claimed N-n-propyl (meth) acrylamide or N-isopropyl (meth) 
acrylamide for the non-ionic monomer having a non-aromatic hydrophobic group. The present 
arguments concern the non-obviousness of the N-n-propyl and N-isopropyl (meth) acrylamide 
over the disclosure of two C4-C22 hydrophobic groups by Bock. These arguments are found 
persuasive particularly in further view of the instant specification, page 5, lines 24-36, wherein it 
is disclosed that the total number of carbon atoms of the groups Rg and R9 is notably 3 to 6. In 
Bock, the analogous groups Ri and R2 are C4-C22 alkyl groups, thus the total number of carbon 
atoms in those groups is at least eight carbon (if two C4 groups are used). Furthermore, as 
pointed out by Applicant, Bock exemplifies preferably having a higher number of carbon atoms. 
It is also noted that the present invention limits these groups to being non-aromatic groups, 
whereas in Bock these groups may be aromatic groups. 

Regarding claims 56 and 57, Bock does not disclose the hydroxy propylene group in the 
B position of the claimed cationic monomer of general formula (I) or (III), as incorrectly 
indicated previously. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Hug whose telephone number is 571 272-1 192. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571 272-1 189. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




jeh 



